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The Difficult Task of Ensuring Fair Elections

Activity 2

Your task is to decide how well your Ballot Counting Method stands up to the 3 Fairness Criteria. For example, could you create a ballot table where a candidate receives more than half of the first place votes, but, using your counting method, doesn’t win the election? If so, then your counting method doesn’t always adhere to the Majority Criteria.

Decide which Fairness Criteria your counting method stands up to and provide ballot table examples for situations in which your method fails a particular criterion.
Fairness Criteria

1. The Majority Criterion: If any candidate receives more than half of the first place votes, then they should be the winner of the election.

2. The Pairwise Comparison Criterion: If a candidate wins all of the head-to-head match-ups with all of the other candidates, then they should be the winner of the election. 
3. The Withdrawn Candidate Criterion: If an election is held and a winner is declared, this candidate should remain the winner even if a losing candidate withdraws from the election and there had to be a recalculation.
